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During the year 2009 Mr. Nakamoto was travelling the island of Lingga in Indonesia in
order to collect plants. What he found there was a beautiful new Cryptocoryne, which
he named Cryptocoryne spec. “Lingga 19 – Platinum Line” based on its distinct
platinum‐colored leaf nerves.
This bright venation immediately reminds one of Cryptocoryne cordata var. siamensis
’Rosanervig’. However, in the latter the development of the bright leaf nerves depends
on the conditions under which the plant is cultivated whereas it is always present in
the “Platinum Line” plant.
At the locality, Mr. Nakamoto measured a pH value that was between 5 and 5.5, which
is rather high compared to other Cryptocoryne species. I have been cultivating the
Lingga plant for the past 3 years in large plastic cups, which is called “Becherkultur”.
The substrate consists of beech leaves which are already decomposing and which I
moisturize with pure rainwater. The pH value of the rainwater is around 6.0 to 6.5, and
its conductivity is in the range 20 – 135 µS/cm (depending on the beech litter’s degree
of decomposition). For lighting, I use standard fluorescent tubes with 36 watt power
each which are lit approximately 8 ‐ 10 hours per day. I vary the distance between the
fluorescent tubes and the caps of my cultivation cups in the range of 5 to 15 cm
according to my intuition. Under these conditions, the temperature in the cups lies at
around 25 ‐ 27 °C during the day and at around 22 ‐ 24 °C during the night. The plant
seems to like it; it has already produced two offshoots which I removed from the
mother plant to pass them on to friends.
In mid May 2014, I discovered that a flower was developing in between the stalks of
the leaves. As soon as the flower had grown to a size where it was sound to assume
that it would bloom during the next few days, I gently pushed a leaf aside so that I
would get the full view of the flower to take a picture. In hindsight, that was not such a
brilliant idea. In fact, I discovered the very next day that the flower had managed to
avoid being photographed by rotting to a pulp. It was not meant to be.

A few weeks later a second flower followed which was left in peace by a wiser me and
which eventually bloomed. It was golden yellow, somewhat warty and a bit bigger
than what one would expect from a C. nurii type. The warty protrusions cover the
surface of the flower’s shield and form a little collar around the opening of the tube.
Since I had now got what I wanted, I was quite satisfied and the cup with the Lingga
plant sank into oblivion for the time being.
Quite some time later, the cup emerged to see the light of day once again when I was
controlling my “Becherkultur” as usual. What I saw there in front of me in the cup was
very astonishing. There was another flower in bloom whose surface was covered with
warty protrusions. However, instead of being colored golden yellow it was wine red.
Of course, I was well aware that different specimens of the same species may flower in
different colors. However, it was completely new to me that one single plant could do
the same.
Sometime later, another red flower appeared. In order to take a picture, I took the
plant out of its cup, which caused the plant to grow more slowly and to produce
smaller leaves. I was already fearing that it was going to perish. Fortunately, it survived
and even produced another flower which happened to be yellow. Blooming in varying
colors seems to be day‐to‐day business for plants of this Cryptocoryne species. It
should be stated clearly that the color only varied from one flower to another whereas
one and the same flower did not change its color over the course of its life. It may be
that this phenomenon is present in other Cryptocoryne species as well. In order to
investigate this, one would have to cultivate several specimens of a species that is
known to have different blooming colors in separate containers. That way, it could be
documented how the flowers of each single plant and of all specimens vary.
It now remains the question how to name this beautiful Cryptocoryne with the
permanent pale veins. At first it must be stated that it is clearly a Cryptocoryne nurii
with a different pattern, which is in the meantime distributed in Europe but also in
Japan and else. I therefore propose a cultivar name so that these plants can be clearly
identified:
Cryptocoryne nurii ‘Platinum’
The cultivar ‘Platinum’ differs from the normal form by its bright nerves of the leaf; the
name ‘Platinum’ comes from the word for the rare noble metal platinum and its color
refers to the nerves. The C. nurii plants from Lingga island have wider leaves compared
to these from the mainland (Malay peninsula). In other species of Cryptocoryne there

are also limbs of the spathe known which vary from purple to red or yellow, for
example in Cryptocoryne minima Ridl. from the Malay peninsula and Sumatra or by
Cryptocoryne spiralis (Retz.) Fischer ex Wydler from India.
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Page 93. Limb of the spathe of Cryptocoryne nurii from the island Lingga (Indonesia)
(photo J.D. Bastmeijer)
Page 94 top. Cryptocoryne nurii ‘Platinum’ in nature (photo: K. Nakamoto)
Page 94 top bottom. Cryptocoryne nurii ‘Platinum’ inside a plastic cup (photo: C.
Kettner)
Page 95. Cryptocoryne nurii ‘Platinum’ (photos: C. Kettner):
top left. The 1st yellow flower
top right. The 1st red flower
bottom left. The 2nd red flower
bottom right. The 2nd yellow flower
Page 96 top. Cryptocoryne nurii ‘Platinum’ flowering (photo: C. Kettner)
Page 96 bottom. Spathe of Cryptocoryne nurii ‘Platinum’; note the warty limb of the
spathe (photo: C. Kettner)
Page 97. The plant in its natural habitat (photo: K. Nakamoto)

